I54.                           STORM  OVER  THE  LAND
The next morning the Credentials Committee reported its majority
recommendation that the ^Radical Union5 delegation from Missouri be
seated* The convention then voted 440 to 4 in favour of seating the Missouri
radicals. The vote meant that a convention overwhelmingly committed to
Lincoln was giving seats to a set of delegates who had obstructed and
harassed Lincoln the year before to the point where he said he was 'tor-
mented* by them. They were the fellows of whom he had remarked to Hay
they were "the unhandiest devils in the world to deal with' though after all
'their faces were set Zionwards*. They were welcomed into the convention
almost unanimously, while die Blair pro-Lincoln delegates from Missouri
were frozen out.
What of the delegations from Virginia, Tennessee, Louisiana, Florida,
Arkansas? The majority report of the Credentials Committee said they
should have seats in the convention without the right to vote. What would
the convention do about the reports The convention might Indicate where
It stood on the issue between Lincoln on the one hand and Sunmer and
Stevens on the other, Lincoln holding that no State could secede and there-
fore none had seceded, while Sunmer and Stevens held that in seceding each
State had committed suicide and would again have to be admitted to the
Union in order to be a State. Of course the Issue was not clear-cut, because
of the fact that some of the delegations came from States where a process of
reconstruction had begun and the Union Government had re-established a
hazy twilight authority. For the delegates from these States an argument
could i>e made.
By a series of roll calls the convention sifted what delegates It wanted.
Only the delegates from South Carolina were thrown out entirely. The
Virginia and Florida delegations were admitted to seats with no right to
vote. Arkansas and Louisiana were given seats and the right to vote. By
310 to 151 the convention gave Tennessee delegates seats with the right to
vote, this being welcome to the boomers of Andrew Johnson for Vice-
President
The Platform Committee offered Its report through Its chairman, Henry J,
Raymond, a confidant of Lincoln, editor of the New York Times, the one
Manhattan newspaper then unfailing in co-operation with Lincoln. The
platform resolved in favour of the war, the Union, die Constitution; pledged
itself to everything possible to quell the then raging rebellion; no compromise
itidx rebels; a deathblow at the gigantic evil of slavery through a constitu-
ttcftiai prohibition of It; thanks and everlasting gratitude to the soldiers and
sailors of the Union cause and promise of'ample and permanent provision
for tllose of dbcar survivors who have received disabling and honourable
"Wounds ia the .service of the country*; approval and applause of *the practical